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These joints, also called synchondroses, are Research^' 
really the unossified masses found between Vj^^j^l^ 
bones or parts of bones that pass through a Jtteja^^ 
cartilaginous stage before ossification. Examples .i^^^. 
are the synchondroses between the occipital and 
sphenoid bones and the sphenoid and ethmoid bones of the flo< 
the skull. As already stated, these permit growth of the adjace 
bones and act as virtual hinges at which the ethmoid and occip 
bones swing upward upon the sphenoid; this allows backward g 
of the nose and jaws during postnatal life. The juxta-epiphyse; 
plates separating the ossifying parts of a bone are also an exan 
Growth of the whole bone takes place at these plates when the 
appear, usually after birth. All synchondroses are transient; am 
normally have vanished by the age of 25. 
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